OLVER ANNOUNCES $300,000 FOR NORTHERN TIER "ECONOMIC GARDENING" PROJECT

WASHINGTON, D.C., Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of |
The funding is included in the FY €06 Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations conferen
"Fostering successful entrepreneurs is especially important for the Northern Tier," Olver said. "The regi
The Northern Tier Economic Gardening Project will foster economic development in the 30 towns of F
The project is an outgrowth of a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier region of M
The Northern Tier region is in northwest Massachusetts, running from the New York border east to Gat
To address these challenges, in FY €03 Olver secured $150,000 in federal funding for the Franklin Re
A specific recommendation of the plan was to create a Northern Tier Economic Gardening Program to
These funds will do exactly that. The Northern Economic Gardening Project will serve established entr:

The economic gardening program will include:

- Development of new and flexible financing options for entrepreneurs.

- New business development services, such as an information technology services to assist with cu:

- A regional matching grant pool to help firms access specialized services or technical assistance ar

- Business outreach programs to market the program's services and build stronger relationships witl

- A youth entrepreneur component, which is critical for the future and an important source of entrepr

- The resource of the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center for food-based businesses,
The Economic Gardening Project will be housed and administered at the FCCDC and overseen by an .

The FCCDC will collaborate with Service Corps of Retired Executives, the Massachusetts Small Busi

### For more information, contact John Waite, Executive Director, FCCDC, at 413-774-7204, ext. 102




